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Online Tidings 
Celebration of Independence Day, The Fifth Sunday a fter Pentecost, July 5, 2009 
The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost, July 12, 2009 

601 N. Tejon Street, Colorado Springs, CO 80903 
Website: http://www.graceststephensepiscopal.org 

Email: office@graceststephensepiscopal.org 
Telephone: 719/328-1125  

 

Image of the Week 
Jim Hinkle  

On Friday, June 19th almost 40 
members of the parish enjoyed our 
annual rafting trip on the Arkansas 
River. Pictured here are (from the 
left) David Hendrickson, Spencer 
Kellogg, Marina Hendrickson, 
Hannah Brown, Clelia deMoraes, 
Serena Erpelding and Wes 
Hendrickson. As Jim Hinkle said 
afterward, "[It was a] great pleasure 
to have spent the last two days with 
you embracing the ingredient of time 
in our lives. Thank you all for 
carving out time to be together, to 
enjoy one another, to nourish our 
friendships as we establish new 
ones."  

 

Prayer of the Week 

For the Nation:  Lord God Almighty, who hast made all peoples of the earth for thy glory, to serve thee in 
freedom and in peace: Give to the people of our country a zeal for justice and the strength of forbearance, that 
we may use our liberty in accordance with thy gracious will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  The Book of Common Prayer, Page 207 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer 

This week we remember Christ Church in Canon City, Church of the Ascension in Denver, St. Brigit's Church 
in Frederick, St. George's Church in Leadville and our Diocesan Chancellors and Vice Chancellors.  

Next week we will remember Christ's Church in Castle Rock, Church of the Good Samaritan in Gunnison, Our 
Merciful Savior Church in Denver and Common Cathedral in Longmont.  



Two-Week Calendar 

Holy Eucharist with Music 8:15 am 

Adult Education 9:30 am 

Fellowship Committee 9:30 am 
Sunday, July 5 

Choral Eucharist 10:30 am 

Grace Gardeners 9:00 am 

Holy Communion 10:00 am 

Bible Study 10:40 am 

Brown Bag Lunch Noon 

Donor Information Session 5:00 pm 

Tuesday, July 7 

Communications Committee 7:00 pm 

Healing Service Noon 
Thursday, July 9 

Donor Information Session 5:00 pm 

Benedict of Nursia   

Grace Gardeners 9:00 am Saturday, July 11 

"Safeguarding God's Children" Workshop 9:00 am 

Holy Eucharist with Music 
Guest Homilist The Rev. Kenneth Burton 

8:15 am 

Adult Education 9:30 am 

Choral Eucharist 
Guest Homilist The Rev. Kenneth Burton 10:30 am 

Sunday, July 12 

Youth Group Games Night 4:00 pm.  

Grace Gardeners 9:00 am 

Holy Communion 10:00 am 

Bible Study 10:40 am 

Brown Bag Lunch Noon 

Tuesday, July 14 

Worship Committee 5:00 pm 

Wednesday, July 15 Vacation Bible School 5:30 pm 

Healing Service Noon 
Thursday, July 16 

Vacation Bible School 5:30 pm 

Youth Groups to Water World 7:30 am 
Friday, July 17 

Vacation Bible School 5:30 pm 

Men's Bible Study 7:15 am 
Saturday, July 18 

Grace Gardeners 9:00 am 

Holy Eucharist with Music 
Guest Homilist Pastor David Van Heyningen 

8:15 am 

Adult Education 9:30 am 

Choral Eucharist 
Guest Homilist Pastor David Van Heyningen 

10:30 am 

Sunday, July 19 

Parish Picnic Noon 
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From Father Marty 

"Summertime and the livin' is easy . . ." or "the summer doldrums are here" might in some 
ways express our entry into the calendar season, but they do not accurately portray the ongoing 
activity of the church. It is summer, and people are traveling, vacationing, and enjoying a 
whole host of recreational and family opportunities. Sunday attendance is fluctuating, and we 
might miss seeing friends from one week to the next. That is always the case in summertime.  

However, the life of the church continues to grow and thrive. Our weekday services continue, 
and our office hours remain unchanged*. If you look around during the week, you will see that ministry is going 
on almost every day. Volunteers man the phones during regular office hours and also help with a whole host of 
administrative tasks as we cope with the enormous task of building up the church in this place.  

The grounds have never looked lovelier as a team of folks with green thumbs and lots of heart have worked 
under the direction of our own master gardener, Sue Stoner. The worship of the church is supported each week 
by a large cadre of lay ministers who are finding an outlet for their call to serve. Life goes on.  

While it might be simpler to think of summer as an "off-season" in the church, I find that it is necessary to 
continue all of our regular work and continue to expand and develop new ministries that will allow us to reach 
out into the community and also to incorporate new members.  

So, if you are vacationing this summer, great! But do not forget your church. Attend worship when you are in 
town and look for opportunities to serve in a variety of ministries where your gifts are necessary to help build 
up the church. We do not have the luxury of taking a season off. God is calling us to build up the church now. 
And this is not the task of the clergy or the staff but of every baptized member of this family. Let us think of 
this season as one of growing in awareness of our call to serve.  
 

*Tuesday through Thursday, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm; Friday 9:00 am to noon  

Parish Register 

Congratulations to Jane and Rick Gibson, married at the church on Saturday, June 27th.  

Member Notes 

Congratulations to Nathan and Saundra Pearsall, married on June 19th at First Christian Church. 
Nathan, the son of Marty and Mary Pearsall, will join the history department at Sierra High School in the fall.  



Music for Independence Day 

In keeping with our traditional celebration on the Sunday closest to the Fourth of July, the service music at the 
10:30 Eucharist on July 5th will feature Variations on America by the hymnist Charles Wesley for the prelude 
and a reprise of the duet of Stars and Stripes Forever with Carol Wilson joining Deke at the Taylor Memorial 
Organ. The hymns will feature patriotic favorites including the National Anthem, and the choir will offer John 
Leavitt's River in Judea and Aaron Copland's At the River.  

Parish Picnic 

The Fellowship Committee invites all members of the parish to the annual picnic on July 19th at 
America the Beautiful Park. We will gather at noon, and the church will provide burgers, brats and 
soft drinks. Please bring a dish according to your last name: A-P sides and salads, Q-Z desserts. If 
you have lawn chairs please consider bringing those also. There is a pavilion, playground and plenty 
of room to play.  

To get to the park, turn west on Colorado Avenue from Cascade, then left again at the light at 
Conejos Street. Please sign up in the parish hall after church on Sunday.  

Choir Camp Fundraisers 

Thank you to all the members of the parish and community who supported the 
Choir Camp fundraiser, especially those who volunteered their talents for the 
special performance. Your generosity will make a big difference in the 
experience of our choristers at camp this year. Those who had winning bids in 
the silent auction are being notified by phone, and if you have questions you 
may contact Marti at 328-1125.  

Empty Altoid boxes for Sculpy Day would still be greatly appreciated!  

Donor Information Sessions 

As discussed in the parish meeting on May 31st, the Stewardship Committee is hosting a series of donor 
information sessions - small, informal sessions to ask questions and share opinions and observations with 
members of the vestry, finance committee and stewardship committee. These sessions will be held in the Blaik 
Library in the education wing and will last 60 to 90 minutes. There are sessions scheduled for Tuesday, July 
7th and Thursday, July 9th at 5:00 pm. Please contact Barbara Yalich at 633-5348 for more information.  

Vacation Bible School Sign-up 

Vacation Bible School will be held at Grace Church this year in cooperation with First Christian. 
Come and enter the world of Paul during his time in Rome. The children will be hiding out in the 
catacombs, conversing with Paul and making wonderful crafts like Roman jewelry, laurel wreaths 
and more. The dates for Vacation Bible School are July 15th, 16th and 17th from 5:30 to 7:30 pm. 

To register please call the church office or pick up a registration sheet outside of the Blaik Library.  

A light dinner (donations accepted) will be available each evening at 5:00 pm for both volunteers and 
participants. Please contact Helen Hazelton at 633-7464 for more information.  



We are still in need of people for reenactments, food and shop keepers for the marketplace. If you are willing to 
help or to donate dried figs, canned olives or dates for our Roman food store please contact Marti in the church 
office at 328-1125.  

Guest Preachers 

The preachers for the following two weeks are brackets for important parts of Grace Church history. Fr. 
Kenneth Burton, who served as chaplain at Colorado College as well as assisting at Grace, has been a beloved 
figure in both the corporate and individual lives of many of our parishioners over the past two decades. We 
welcome him back on July 12th.  

A more recent friend and pastor is Rev. David Van Heyningen, who will be our guest on July 19th. As Interim 
Pastor at First Christian he was left with the task of living with the aftermath of the generous hospitality offered 
to us by his congregation before he ever came to Colorado Springs. We thank him for his care of our flock and 
wish him well as he returns to the West Coast for his marriage and the next chapter in his life of ministry.  

Summer Schedules 

Remember that there is no Sunday School for children in July and August. While the nursery is still open for 
our youngest members, school-aged children are welcome and encouraged to sit with their parents at services 
during this period.  

Tuesday Brown Bag lunches will also take a break for the last two weeks in July and the first two weeks in 
August. Sessions will reconvene on August 18th.  

Safeguarding God's Children 

The Safeguarding God's Children workshop is required by church policy at least every four years for all clergy, 
all who work regularly with children and all who supervise children or youth on any overnight activity. If you 
are interested in completing the workshop, one will be held on Saturday, July 11th from 9:00 am to noon at 
McWilliams House. For more information please contact Jim Hinkle at 440-4432, or Marti at 328-1125 to 
reserve space.  

More-than-a-Match: 60 Churches @ $200 per Church = Healthcare in Jerusalem 

Starting in 2007, the Colorado Episcopal Foundation set 0.7% of their annual budget to support the Millennium 
Development Goals. To maximize the funds, they launched More-than-a-Match, a matching campaign for all 
parishes in the Diocese. With the parable of the Good Samaritan as our model we are called to serve as 
neighbors to the needy wherever they live.  

Many of you may remember our generous response from Grace last year when the project provided support for 
our needy neighbors in Haiti and Sudan. This year the focus looks on the suffering in the Holy Land. Now we 
are called to look at the tragedy of life in the land of our Lord. The Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem operates 
health-care institutions in some of the most difficult situations imaginable. The More-than-a-Match goal is to 
help the hospitals in Jerusalem to reduce child mortality and improve maternal health.  

$7000 has been committed so far to this campaign and now the goal is to match or exceed this amount. During 
the Sundays of July please make your contributions to this vital ministry. Checks can be made to Grace 
Episcopal with More-than-a-Match or CEF in the memo line.  



Remember Jesus' words to let the little children come to him. Those who show mercy are the true neighbors that 
Jesus calls us all to be.  

Golden Threads Highlight: Painted Mirror 
Sharon Olney  

Do you recognize this picture? This is from one of the two 
mirrors that formally hung in the Guild Room. They were 
hung on either side of the dossal that was a gift from the 
Penrose family, and Golden Threads is seeking more 
information about them. If you would like a closer look both 
mirrors are in the case outside the mezzanine above the 
parish hall. Please call Marianna McJimsey at 471-1765 or 
Sharon Olney at 576-6455 with any information.  

Grace Garden Notes 
Sue Stoner  

The garden is still beautiful even though the peonies and iris have finished blooming. Weren't they wonderful? 
Still in bloom are the 7-foot-tall delphiniums along the garden wall, the purple clematis, and of course, the 
lovely, fragrant roses. The lilies are now beginning to bloom, both the small day lilies and the large, opulent 
Oriental ones. Nature is giving us quite a show, one flower variety coming right after another, as summer 
continues.  

Many thanks to Doug Campbell for bringing us a truckload of mulch! We will be "spreading the wealth" around 
the grounds soon. The children's garden is complete now, thanks to Helen Hazelton. Be sure to see it next to the 
entrance to the education wing. Bobbie Bradford is spearheading plans for a Choir House garden, and the choir 
will be sprucing up the building by the alley. Volunteers like these wonderful folks show how committed and 
giving our parishioners are!  

Gardening Tip 

You probably have noticed how many lady bugs there are this summer! They are happily munching on the 
aphids, soft-bodied, light green insects that suck the plant juices from roses and other perennials. To get rid of 
the aphids without hurting the lady bugs, hit them with a strong jet of water from your hose. That will knock off 
most of them, and they won't be able to climb back up. Then, apply and water in a systemic insecticide around 
the base of the plants to get the ones that didn't get hosed off. (A systemic is called that because it works in the 
plant's system.) Systemics are great to use on plants attacked by sucking insects, like aphids. The insecticide is 
taken up by the plants, and when aphids bite into them, they get a mouthful of poison, which kills them. 
Systemics are very effective!  

Several of you have asked why we don't recommend fertilizing lawns in the summer. When the temperature 
rises to 85 degrees or higher, grasses go dormant, stop growing and go into a survival mode. They don't want to 
exert any energy during a hot spell, just like people who want to find a shady spot and relax with a cool drink on 
a hot day! You probably have noticed that the grass stops growing, and you don't have to mow it during a heat 
wave. Well, if you apply fertilizer during a hot spell, you really confuse and stress the grass. The fertilizer tells 
the grass to grow, but the grass just wants to hunker down and survive the heat, and not grow! Be sure to water 
it, though, but don't feed it until mid-August at the earliest.  

 



Altar Flowers and Special Occasions 

While we all can admire the beautiful flowers out in the garden, arrangements are lovely to see at the altar, too. 
If you would like to give altar or sanctuary flowers for a special occasion or in memory of a loved one, please 
call the office and speak to Marti or contact Altar Guild chair Anna Johnson at 471-2233. We have found that 
$100.00 provides for a beautiful arrangement. The Altar Guild is always happy to arrange for flowers, but asks 
that you give two weeks' notice.  

The people who put together the service bulletin each week try to recognize those members with a birthday or 
anniversary in the coming week. If your special days have not been listed, that means your information is not in 
the database. If you have previously supplied those dates, we apologize. Even if it is not a big concern for you, 
it is a big concern for us. Please help complete our records by calling Marti at 328-1125 if you are not listed for 
a birthday or anniversary.  

Save the Dates: Upcoming Events 

·  Vacation Bible School will be held July 15th - July 17th at the church.  
·  The youth group trip to Water World will be Friday, July 17th.  
·  The annual Parish Picnic will be on Sunday, July 19th at America the Beautiful Park.  
·  Choir Camp for all youth choir members will be July 26th through July 31st at Golden Bell Camp in 

Divide.  

First Christian Sunday Concert Series 

On Sunday, July 19th at 3:00 pm, First Christian Church is presenting the America 
the Beautiful Chorus, a men’s barbershop ensemble, directed by Adam Reimnitz. 
Their program, entitled And the winner is ...... will feature Academy-Award winning 
songs, as well as some a capella favorites. A free will offering will be taken, and the 
program will be followed by an old-fashioned social with homemade ice cream and 
cookies.  

June Vestry Meeting 

At the vestry meeting on June 23rd the vestry reviewed and approved the recommendations made by Mark 
Stritzel, Clelia deMoraes and Doug Jardine to hire Preservation Studio to do the preliminary architectural work 
and oversee the grant-writing necessary to begin the restoration of McWilliams House. This is the same firm 
that is overseeing the ongoing work at First Congregational Church at Tejon and St. Vrain. Copies of the 
proposal are available in the church office.  

Robert Leaman, former finance director of the Diocese of Colorado, has completed the annual report reviewing 
the procedures, records and financial practices of the parish in accordance with the Manual of Business Methods 
in Church Affairs and the Canons of the Diocese of Colorado. This report, including recommendations for 
improvements, is available for you to review in the church office.  

The next meeting of the vestry is scheduled for Tuesday, July 28th in the library beginning at 6:15 pm. 
Members of the parish are always welcome to attend.  

 

 

If you would like to receive this newsletter electronically, please send an email to tidings@graceststephensepiscopal.org with a subject of Subscribe. 


