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Online Tidings ’
The Third Sunday after Pentecost, June 21, 2009 and
The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost, June 28, 2009

601 N. Tejon Street, Colorado Springs, CO 80903
Website: http://www.graceststephensepiscopal.org
Email: office@graceststephensepiscopal.org
Telephone: 719/328-1125

Image of the Week

Nicole Paulson

Enjoying the garden after the Episcopal Church Wadme
meeting on Saturday, Master Gardener Sue Stonearesim
the lovely peonies beside the Parish Hall witht @iefright)
Judy Barton, Mary Paul and Jana Moyers. Grace Garde
meet on Tuesdays and Saturdays, and all are welddéme
experience necessary!
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Prayer of the Week

Saint Peter & Saint Paul:  Almighty God, whose blessed apostles Peter anddtaridied you by their
martyrdom: Grant that thy Church, instructed byirtteaching and example, and knit together in uhijtyhy
Spirit, may ever stand firm upon the one foundathich is Jesus Christ our Lord; who liveth andmeth
with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one Gddr ever and ever.  The Book of Common Praydtage
190

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer

This week we remember All Saints' Church in BatBaiiMesa, the Church of the Transfiguration in
Evergreen, St. John's Church in Ouray, St. TimetBYiurch in Centennial and the Southwestern Rexfioar
Diocese and its Missioner, Andrew Cooley.

Next week we will remember All Saints in the MountaMission in Crested Butte, Chapel of the Resuiiva
in Limon, Church of the Holy Comforter in BroomfitglISudanese Community Church in Denver and our
Diocesan deputation to General Convention.



Informational Meeting Notice - June 22nd

As announced by Deacon Sally last Sunday, theteowian informational meeting for

members interested in learning more about the idecie appoint a priest-in-charge to lead t4g '

parish for the next several years. Diocesan Canesibher Lou Blanchard, who was our gu ¢4
homilist on Palm Sunday, will return on Monday emgrune 22ndto lead a discussion on
the process of evaluating and selecting a priesharge. A priest-in-charge may be appoint £
following a long-tenured rector or a period of atstity or conflict, or at a time of financial

challenges. The priest-in-charge may eventuallghmesen as rector if mutually agreed to by the priesstry
and bishop. The meeting will begin at 6:00 pm, @iand child care will be available, and Lou prorsigeu
will be out before dark. Please call Marti at 3284 to reserve space.
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Holy Eucharist with Music 8:15 an)
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From the Deacon's Desk

As the days and months of these past two yearsd@we by, many of you have remarked on’
how often the Lectionary readings seemed to ficyaur changed circumstances. Since we
been back in our church | keep coming across quaigspoetry or essays that match our
progress step by step. On Tuesday, June 2nd iehadpgain. At Brown Bag we have been
reading excerpts from the books of Henri NouweDugch priest who was a teacher and
spiritual writer. On the very day that the mediatiwas happening we came to a passage tha"
seemed a perfect description of what our journeyldesen like, one which was particularly
suited to a day when most of us didn't have higieetations. As the women took turns readi
around the table we could feel the Holy Spirit foing our hearts and preparing us for the ne
step. Now that we can rejoice in an end to the leggl struggle, may you find this passage a gtodes all.

'Complexities' fronDut of Solituddy Henri Nouwen

Our life is a short time of expectation, a timenhich sadness and joy kiss each other at every
moment. There is a quality of sadness that pervalliése moments of our life. It seems that there i

no such thing as clear-cut pure joy but that, emghe most happy moment of our existence, we sense
a tinge of sadness. In every satisfaction, theamiawareness of its limitations. In every succese

is the fear of jealousy. Behind every smile, thera tear. In every embrace, there is lonelingss. |
every friendship, distance. And in all forms oftigthere is knowledge of the surrounding darkness.

Joy and sadness are as close to each other gdehdid colored leaves of a New England fall to the
soberness of the barren trees. When you touchathe &f a returning friend, you already know that he
will have to leave you. When you are moved by tastwess of a sun-covered ocean, you miss the
friend who cannot see the same. Joy and sadnebsrarat the same time, both arising from such
deep places in your heart that you can’t find wdodsapture your complex emotions.



A Note from Fr. John
Goodbye and Thanks

These are just a few lines to say goodbye andatoktlyou for your kindnesses to me during my
past year and a half as assisting priest. It's baane I'll remember with deep gratitude and
much affection for you all. Sharing worship anddstwith so many of you has warmed my
heart. I'll miss you all very much.

Grace Church has been part of my life in some &asbr other for a good number of years. My
mother was baptized and confirmed in the paristB®Bi7 and served many years with the Altar
Guild, and my father, formerly a Roman Catholiccdiae an Episcopalian and a member of the parigtein
early 1970s. Over the years | had cordial relatimere, and Fathers Bob Hewitt, Bill Pounds, Maddsieand
Bob Ihlefeld were good friends early on in my ptied. My first direct involvement with Grace adtya
began in the early 1980s as part of a clergy stwdyp, and | began to attend regularly in 1987raftg return
from the Diocese of Fond du Lac and until my bsejourn with the Orthodox Church. In 2000 | shifteg
canonical residence from Fond du Lac to the Diooé€eolorado and again began to attend servicEsaate.

So, as you can imagine, my affection for this placd its people runs deep. Sadly, however, inangbsi
uncertain health and other major concerns haveicoad me that | no longer have the stamina to detthe
work. | feel it's time to move on and, specificaliyw to retire from active service. What the fettwolds for
me right now, | can't precisely say, but | expexhe interesting and challenging things to happenther
study, or writing or teaching, or pursuing my hasbin art and weaving.

I'm especially grateful for the many kind rememloemand cards and other expressions of love ammbgup
during the past several weeks as my retirementawasunced. Do please keep me in your prayers,aalio
are in mine. | wish you every blessing and God&dgguidance. Peace and good things to you all.

Choir Camp Fundraisers

Members of the St. Nicholas and St. Cecilia yoturbirs will be having a

fundraiser to help defray the costs of this sumsrehoir Camp at

Golden Bell Camp in Divide, Colorado. Please jtia thoirs,

Choirmaster Deke Polifka

and special guests for a

magical night of music,
fantastic food and family fun on Fridajine 26th The evening
begins with a pasta dinner and silent auction2® pm and
continues with a concert in the sanctuary at 710 ickets are
just $10 per person or $25 per family, and all peats will benefi
the 2009 Choir Camp.

Also in preparation for camp, Arts and Crafts DicecConni
Eggers asks for empty Altoid containers, or simfilisnged metal
boxes, for the campers to decorate on Sculpy Desg.kting any
you have to church, or better yet, to the dinnedwume 26th



Donor Information Sessions

As discussed in the parish meeting on May 31stSteevardship Committee is hosting a series of donor
information sessions - small, informal sessionasio questions and share opinions and observatitns w
members of the vestry, finance committee and sest@p committee. These sessions will be held irBilag
Library in the education building and will last G290 minutes. There are sessions scheduled eactagin
June after the 10:30 service during coffee houwelsas on Thursdayuly 2nd at 10:00 am, Tuesdajuly
7th at 5:00 pm and Thursdajtlly 9th at 5:00 pm. Please contact Barbara Yalich at G883%or more
information.

Projector and Screen

With our parishes' emphasis on communications hadrgy information, there have been several meé¢hiag
required borrowing a laptop projector and largesnr If you own one or both of these items and dbel
willing to loan them to the church when neededagéecall Marti in the office at 328-1125 and shi puit you
on the contact list. Thank you for helping avoidchecessary rental costs.

Interfaith Hospitality Network

'y Several homeless families will again be stayingiegt Christian Church through IHN during
0 the week of June 28th - July 4th. To continue aupivement in this important ministry, Grace
and St. Stephen's will provide dinner on Thursdayy 2nd. Grace is responsible for setting
. (] up, providing the meal and cleaning up afterwaft® fun part is getting to have dinner with
' n the families! If you would like to help, please tact Marti at 328-1125.

While FCC has all the other meals arranged, ovhtrigsts are still needed, and cash

donations are always welcome to help cover othsisdor the week. If you would be willing to helpeonight,
please contact the First Christian office at 63888

This important ministry really helps families getdik on their feet! It provides a safe environmentthe
family until they are able to have a home of tloeun. If you would like to know more, please goheit
website at http://www.ihn-cos.org/.

Ecumenical Social Ministries (ESM)

Thank you for your continued support of ESM! Fosdjathered each week by Bruce and Judy Barton and
picked up by Ron, the ESM pantry manager. We hdigt with a suggested weekly item BUT any donagion
are welcome. Right now, cans of diced tomatoesi@eeled, and there is always great demand forriedednd
larger-sized diapers.

Each door in the church has a basket by it wheuvecgm place items, and there is also a baskeeiR#nish
Hall near the glass doors. You may put checkseroffering plate. Please write "ESM" in the memctisa of
your check. ESM's core funding comes from a quigresssessment (based on congregation size) oighe e
founding downtown parishes. Donations you makeutinathe church are in addition to our regular assest.

Grace Garden Notes
Sue Stoner

Have you seen the magnificent peonies now in blodh&¥ are huge and wonderful. Also, notice thedarg
clematis flowers along the iron fence. It's amazitngt a lot of rain will do in normally dry Colorat(Of
course, our compost and fertilizer helped, too g mbxt flowers to bloom will be the roses. Do cheuakthe



big pink ones at McWilliams House. The gardeness fimished grooming that area, and the roses iheze
are already in bloom. They are beautiful!

Several people have volunteered to mow the chawhd this summer, so we will have parishionershdo t
mowing in August. If you would like to contributenaowing one time, let me know. Some of you haveedsk
| would look at your yards and give suggestions ideds to make it look better. | would be delightedo it!
Email Sue Stoner or call so we can set a dateiarad Of course there will be no charge, but if yash, you
can make a contribution to the Garden Fund.

Gardening Tip

Lawns should be fertilized three or four times egedr - that's all!l We recommend two applicatioashe
spring and 2 in the fall, NONE in the hot summennirJuly to mid-August. If you delay the last far@tion
until late November, you can skip the first one easpring. That will save you money and time!

We do NOT recommend lawn fertilizer with a "weed d@ed" component. Part of the bag's contents is a
vegetation Killer to kill the weeds. With continueske, it really stresses the trees and busheslinear the
lawn, since their roots suck up the poison. Rememise a fertilizer with a high first number (nigien) to do
your lawn.

Stories from the Thrift House of the ECW
Hendrika Layton, Chapel of Our Saviour

Summer is finally here! We are all faced with tharaelous decisions

of how best to spend our time. Gardens, frozeherdiark days of

winter, have erupted into bloom (and weeds!) whiih abundant rain
and ever-lengthening days. We are free to shethgars and feel the sun's warmth upon our skinneEageour
work routines remain unaltered, there is a senggarhise in the air that makes us dream of swimming
barbeques, and suntan lotion. While we soak inetf@s of summer, let us not forget the individuats keep
our Thrift House running.

In these challenging economic times, the Thrift B®aontinues to offer affordable merchandise in a
welcoming environment. There is a challenge, howebat each one of us can help address. The Huwifise
needs "stuff" to sell' As you finish your springeahing or make room in your spare bedroom for anseim
visitor, please consider donating your unwantech$t¢o the Thrift House. If your neighbor is holdiagarage
sale, perhaps you could suggest that any leftégers be taken to the Thrift House. As always, theffl
House is looking for gently used merchandise infdéinen of clothing, housewares, lamps, toys, garoests,
fabric, linens, shoes, small furniture and applesgewelry, accessories, collectibles, and bodles. your
summer adventures be memorable, and may you sopiinsat the Thrift House in your travels aroundio

The Episcopal Church Women's Thrift House is alvagking for ready volunteers. If you have question
are interested, please contact Beth Phillips at-6826.

Golden Threads Highlight: Picture Postcard

Jan Malvern

This canceled postcard of Grace Church was majyea\bsitor to
Colorado Springs, Sarah Terrell, in 1924. Elizalellly says,
"This card is definitely the most charming resultry googling
'‘Grace Church Colorado Springs' from time to tifftee site it
came from - http://www.cardcow.com/ - is clearly sp for
serious postcard collectors, but for the rest at'sis great source



of free ecards." Does it look familiar? The arclstene and setting could be our own current-dag&ra
Church, but this picture is actually of the Gradeufch on East Pikes Peak Avenue, before they rdimitth
the St.Stephen's parish. Note the side of the dommpost office in the background. Needing a ladmrch
home, the combined congregations built our ownliolkeilding, dedicated in 1929.

Save the Dates: Upcoming Events

An informational meeting about the selection ofig@gi-in-charge with Rev. Canon Lou Blanchard will
be on MondayJune 22nd

The Choir Camp dinner, silent auction and concdftoe on Friday June 26th

Vacation Bible School will be helduly 15th - July 17th at the church.

The annual Parish Picnic will be on Sundayly 19th at America the Beautiful Park.

Choir Camp for all youth choir members will bely 26th throughJuly 31stat Golden Bell Camp in
Divide.

May Vestry Meeting

The vestry is working with a resource team assethieBishop O'Neill to guide our parish in the perpf
program expansion and financial growth requireaiiyresponsibilities within the parish and in taeger
community. The vestry met with the resource tearalding Bishop O'Neill) on May 27th and had adallup
meeting with Rev. Canon Lou Blanchard on June 1®idms for the selection and approval of a priestharge
were laid out.

At a parish informational meeting daune 22nd Canon Blanchard will explain why it is appropédbr us to
have a priest-in-charge at this time. If you haueggions and are unable to attend the meetingwead,
please contact any vestry member.

The next meeting of the vestry is scheduled forstiag,June 23rdin the library beginning at 6:15 pm.
Members of the parish are always welcome to attend.

The minutes of the March vestry meeting have bemstegl on our website.

Tidings Deadline

Due to the Independence Day holiday, the deadéinsidbmission to the next edition Bidingswill be noon on
Tuesday,June 30th Members of the parish can submit photos or agiér publication to
tidings@graceststephensepiscopal.org.

Save Money and Trees!

For cost and environmental reasons, our primatyiligion for Tidingsis via email. If you are a regular email

user and still picking up or havirigdingsmailed, please send a note to tidings@graceststsppiscopal.org
with a subject of Subscribe.

If you would like to receive this newsletter electronically, please send an email to tidings@graceststephensepiscopal.org with a subject of Subscribe.



